Bill promotes
water safety

It may be a small step, but it’s a step in the right direc-
tion. That’s what the Altick Bill, named for former Nev-
ille High student Trey Altick, represents. §

That Monroe youngster, just 15, died ina personal wa-
tercraft accident on Bayou DeSiard in May 2008. Trey's
parents suspected alcohol might have been involved in
the accident, but state law made no provisions for testing
those involved in the accident for alcohol consumption.

That will change if Gov. Bobby Jindal signs into law
the Altick Bill, introduced by Sen. Robert Kostelka, R-
Monroe. Trey’s mother, Helena, said Tuesday that the
bill, which provides for alcohol or drug testing in boat-
ing accidents that result in death or serious injury, has
passed the Senate.

The bill may give some folks pause before they take
undue risks on the water. If the bill saves a single life, if |
it causes a single person to rethink foolhardy actions, it
will have serve us all well. ‘
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